Frequently Asked Questions:
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August 26, 2020

Cougar Families:

Welcome back students and families!  We have missed you and are eager to see each one of you return to school.  

As you know, there will be some changes to the way we operated school prior to COVID-19.  The safety of the students, staff, and families is paramount and we will do our best to ensure that every precaution has been taken to provide a caring and safe environment for the return to school. Please note that Central School will follow Chinook School Division reopening plan, which has been prepared in collaboration and in coordination with the Government of Saskatchewan and Saskatchewan Health Authority. 

Take some time to carefully read through Central School’s reopening plan so that you are aware of these changes.  We would also encourage that you talk with your child about some of these changes prior to them attending school.   Keep in mind that this plan is fluid and may change as circumstances in our community, and school change. Any changes will be communicated to our families. Here are a few key reminders for school start up:
●Staggered starts for all students to assist with training of new protocols and procedures:  Students with the last name initials A-M will attend on Sept 8 and students with the last name initial N-Z will attend on Sept 9.  All students will attend on Sept 10th.  

●Kindergarten/Pre-K staggered start schedule will be determined by the classroom teacher.  This will be shared with families by the teacher. 

●The first day of school will begin on Day 3.
 Please don’t hesitate to call the school with concerns and questions. We will get through this together because we are COUGAR STRONG! 

Thank you,

Mr. Reiter and Mrs. Raynard

How will students be organized for the day at Central school?
· All students will remain in their classroom cohort throughout the day.  Only a maximum of three teachers will interact with each cohort group.  There will be no mixing of classes at this time. This includes recess and lunch time. 

What will the day to day operations of Central School look like?
· School will function as normal as possible with teachers taking all safety precautions/sanitize touch points along the way when they leave the classroom. Outside will be used as much as possible. Increase in cleaning protocol throughout the day. 
· Handwashing stations, and hand sanitizing stations have been placed on each floor
· French classes for grades 4-8 have been suspended. PAA options will be different for our Grade 8 students as they will not be travelling off campus at this time. 

· Band and Music could be delivered in a different way based on the provincial guidelines.  

· Breakfast club, milk sales and hot meal days will be suspended until further notice. 

· Until further notice, we will be postponing extracurricular activities. 

· Students will be encouraged to give “air five” to their friends and staff, rather than hugging them. 

· The vending machine will not be available and the COUGAR den will be closed until further notice. 

What should I send to school with my child each day?
· Make sure that only school supplies are being sent to school each day.  Please keep all trinkets, toys, desk decorations at home. 

· All students in Grade 1 to 8 will need their own set of headphones.  

· Supplies may be brought to school over the course of two days, due to limiting traffic flow into the building. 

· Please send a filled water bottle to school with your child, as the water fountains will not be in use. 

When will school start for students?
· We will have a staggered start for all students to assist with training of new protocols and procedures. Students with the last name initial A-M will attend on Sept 8 and students with the last name initial N-Z will attend on Sept 9.  All students will attend on Sept 10th.  

· Kindergarten/Pre-K staggered start schedule will be determined by the classroom teacher.  This will be shared with families by the teacher. 

What will wearing masks look like at Central School?
· Students are required to wear masks in Grade 4-8 when physical distancing is not possible (ie. hallways, bathrooms)
· It has been recommended that students from Pre-K to Grade 3 wear masks.
· Teachers will determine times when students do not need to wear their masks throughout the day. 

· All bus students, regardless of grade level, will be required to wear a mask on the bus. 
 
What does riding the bus look like for a Central student?
· All staff and students (all grades) must wear a mask on school buses,
· Parents are encouraged to transport their child to and from school when possible. Supervision will begin at 8:35 am for students. 

· All teachers will have bus students put on their masks in the classroom prior to exiting the classroom to go outside to the buses at the end of the day. 

What does before school drop off and after school pick up look like at Central School?

A:  Before School:
· All K-5 students will be dropped off on the west side of the school (tarmac area). Grades 6-8 students will be dropped off at the front of the school. No earlier than 8:35 am.  
· Upon arrival, all students will go to their designated classrooms and stay in this area until the bell rings for school.  The school doors will be unlocked and supervision in the classrooms will begin at 8:35 am. 
· Designated doors:  K-3 (west door), Grades 4-5 (east door), and middle year front gym entrance.

B: After School
· Parents will wait either in their vehicle or physical distance on the tarmac for pick up at the end of the day. We ask that you do not enter the school at the end of the day for pick up.  

· Bus students will physical distance as they wait in line for their bus. Supervisors will provide reminders. All teachers will have students put on their masks in the classroom prior to exiting the classroom to go outside to the buses after school. 
· Teachers will take their classes outside and dismiss them directly from their designated zones

What if I need to pick up my child during the day or need to bring something to the school for them?

· For early pick up, please contact the office. Please wait for your child at the front of the school.  A staff member will supervise or escort your child leaving through the front doors of the school.  All other doors will be locked throughout the day. 

· To enter the building, parents/caregivers and any visitors must call the office from the outside of the building to be screened for entry or arrange pick up/delivery.  A staff member will ask them the COVID screening questions, they will be required to wear a mask, use hand sanitizer upon entry and must sign in at the front door.  Please maintain the physical distance of 2m.
· If items need to be dropped off for your child, a “drop off” bin will be in place at the front door entrance. Please place the item in the plastic bag that has been provided and label, then set it in the bin and call the office. We will deliver the item to your child. 

Do I still need to call the office and report my child’s absence?
· We will be monitoring the reasons for student absenteeism, please contact Mrs. Kinney as to why your child is away from school.  Mrs. Kinney will be asking for information in regards to your child’s absence. 
What will happen if my child becomes sick at school?
· There will be a strict stay-at-home policy for any students or staff exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 (even if symptoms resemble a mild cold). Students and staff must stay home if they are not well. 

· If your child becomes sick at school, parents will be contacted for pick up and asked to contact 811.  Saskatchewan Health Authority will provide direction to families.  

· Once you arrive at school for pick up, please wait out the front doors and call the office.  A staff member will escort your child to the front of the school. 

· We will not send any students who exhibit symptoms on the bus. 
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