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April 30, 2018  
 
 
Dear Exhibitor/Speaker: or Future Real Talk Presenter?? 
 
Chinook School Division is hosting our annual Career Expo on Wed, Sept. 26, 2018.  Our event includes 
over 70 exhibitors from post-secondary institutions, along with businesses and professional 
organizations.  Many exhibitors present information about their school and/or business in small groups 
sessions.  We also have presenters leading interactive sessions to allow students to experience a variety 
of trades.  An area that we are hoping to add to our Career Expo is the opportunity for students to talk 
to real people in the professions.  We are calling this portion of the event “Real Talk” and we envision it 
as half hour sessions for students to talk to people who are living the career.  Specific things that 
students might want to know are:  how you got your training, the highs and lows of the job, tips and 
tricks for getting into training programs, and what it is like to live in the particular career. 
  
We are pleased to invite you to attend Career Expo 2018 as a Real Talk presenter.  We are hoping you 
are able to commit one of hour of your time on the morning of Wed, Sept 26 to give two separate half-
hour Real Talk sessions with students from our division.  The morning runs from 8:50 until 12:10.  If you 
are interested in being part of our Career Expo, please contact Melanie Arntsen at 
marntsen@chinooksd.ca or 306-773-2801 (ext 511) and indicate the time that works best for you to 
attend.  Please respond by Friday, June 15, 2018. 
 
To help you prepare for your Real Talk session, we have provided a series of questions that students 
may have about your profession.  See the information on the back of this letter. 
 
Please feel free to share this invitation with other trainees or professionals who may be interested in 
speaking directly with students about your profession.  If you are interested in attending the exhibitor 
portion of our Career Expo, please let one of us know and we can forward a registration form. 
 

Thank you in advance for your part in making this event so successful. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lisa Kuntz, Curriculum Coordinator (Chinook School Division) 
 
Melanie Arntsen, Student Career Counsellor   
Swift Current Comprehensive High School  
 
 
 
 

Box 1809 
Swift Current, SK S9H 4J8 

Phone Toll Free: 1-877-321-9200 
Phone: (306) 778-9200 

Fax: (306) 773-8011 

mailto:marntsen@chinooksd.ca


 

 

 
 

Things students might want to know include:   
 

 What does a typical day look like for you? 

 How is your wage determined? 

 What specific skills do you need for this career that teens might not expect that you 
would need? 

 What are some of the positives and/or negatives related to your career? 

 What are employers looking for in potential employees?  How can students make 
themselves stand out? 

 Do you expect any big changes in your industry in the next couple of years?  If so, what? 

 Be specific about the education needed for your career – where? How long? 

 If education is competitive entry, do you have any tips for helping them prepare to get 
into the program?  

 Are there scholarship programs they can access through the profession?  International 
programs? 

 Explain the steps that are required to become a certified professional.  For example – 
apprenticeship hours, school hours, cost of school, where you can go to school, etc… 

 Are you qualified to work interprovincial?  What, if anything, do you need to do to 
achieve that? 

 What are the various jobs this profession can lead to? 

 Can they start working towards training while still in high school?  E.g.  Apprenticeship, 
Career Work Experience, Special Project Credits, etc. 

 

 

   


